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Mandated Public Health Services



Washington Administrative
Code (WAC)

Created by State Agencies
(e.g. Washington State
Department of Health)

Revised Code of
Washington (RCW) 

Washington Laws Governing Public Health

Enacted by the public or the
Legislature and Governor 

Public Health RCWs:
70.05, 70.46, 70.95

Public Health WACs:
173 and 246

All permanent
state laws

Codify and regulate
RCWs by subject



Communicable Disease

Environmental Health

Vital Statistics

Tobacco 

Services
Mandated by
RCWs and
WACs



The duties of the health officer are primarily outlined in
WAC 246-101-505
Health officers are largely responsible for controlling
communicable disease. 
This may include ordering isolation/quarantine and
implementing emergency measures. 
Case investigations.
Health districts are required to support health officers in
fulfilling their role. 

Role of the Health Officer



Communicable Disease 



Investigation

Referrals Isolation/quarantine Emergency orders

Testing Reporting

Communicable Disease Control

General Requirements:
RCW 70.05.070; WAC 246-100; WAC 246-138



Notifiable Conditions

RCW 70.05.110; WAC 246-101

Inform healthcare providers, hospitals, and labs
about reporting requirements
Review and take action on reported or suspected
conditions
Notify State Department of Health 
Authority to request exams for suspected cases



Sexually Transmitted Infections (STIs):
RCW 70.24; WAC 246-100

Tuberculosis Control: 
RCW 70.28; RCW 70.30; WAC 246-170 

Receive and maintain records of active TB
reports
Provide treatment and case management

Investigate, examine, and treat STI cases
Establish comprehensive networks for AIDS
prevention and treatment
Order HIV testing and provide court-ordered
services 

Specific Diseases 



Environmental Health



Food Service: WAC 246-215

Water Recreation Facilities: RCW 70.90;
WAC 246-260: WAC 246-262

Fundamental Services 
On-site Sewage Disposal Systems: RCW 70.05.072, .074,
.160, .190, .200; RCW 70.118; RCW 70.118A; WAC 246-272A;
WAC 246-272C; WAC 246-274

Public Water Systems: RCW 70.05.070; RCW 18.104.043;
RCW 70.142; WAC 246-290; WAC 246-291

Solid Waste Management: RCW 70.95; WAC 173-304;
WAC 173-350; WAC 173-351

Plan reviews

Overarching requirements

EnforcementPermitting

Inspections



Additional Mandated Services
Schools: WAC 246-366 

Biomedical Waste: RCW 70.95K

Decontamination of Illegal Drug Sites: WAC 246-205

Review and approve school building plans

Enforce state standards for handling and disposing medical sharps

Conduct inspections and enforce state health and safety standards
Camps and Parks: WAC 246-376 

Inspect, evaluate, report, notify public, and enforce cleanup 

Address miscellaneous public health nuisances
General Sanitation: WAC 246-203



Vital Statistics



Birth and Death Certificates
Vital Statistics: RCW 70.58

Health districts must provide certified copies of birth and death certificates



Tobacco



DOH provides funding for health districts to
coordinate intervention strategies to prevent and
reduce tobacco use by youth

Tobacco Prevention and Control

Youth Tobacco and Vapor Products Prevention Account:
RCW 70.155.120

Smoking in Public Places: RCW 70.160
Health districts may adopt regulations to
implement smoking provisions in public places

Access to Minors: RCW 70.155
LHJs work in collaboration with DOH to enforce regulations
related to youth access to tobacco and vapor products

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.155.120


Enhancing Public Health Effectiveness



YHD Strategic Goals

Increase the
effectiveness and

efficiency of district
services

Develop a network of
community partners
invested in improving

public health

Deliver mandated
services



Questions? 


