Yakima Department of Assigned Counsel

Attorney Qualifications Worksheet

Please fill out Sections A and B.  Then review Sections C through H and check the boxes for all case types for which you are qualified even if you are currently interested in being assigned cases in only one or more specific areas.  Check any sub boxes as needed to clarify your qualifications.  You are encouraged to add narrative comments explaining other practice or life experience that you believe qualifies as equivalent experience or knowledge in any practice area.  Please sign, date and return to the Yakima County Department of Assigned Counsel.
A. BASIC INFORMATION:  
	Name: 


	Date:


	Address:
	Phone:  
______________________
Fax:

______________________

Cell Phone:
______________________

E-mail:

______________________



	Education: 

Undergraduate college:  
________________________

Degree/major:    
________________________

Law School:


________________________

Year graduated:
____________

Other graduate degrees: 
________________________



	Admitted to practice in WA?   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

WSBA#

____________

Year admitted:

____________


	Admitted in other states/courts? 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Where/When: ____________________
______________________________________

	Practice experience:

Years as full time public defender:
______

Years as full time prosecutor:

______

Years private criminal defense:  
______

Years other active practice:

______



	Trial Experience (estimated if over 5 in any category):

Number of criminal and civil bench trials:

___________

Number of juvenile offender/status trials:

___________

Number of misdemeanor jury trials:


___________

Number of felony jury trials:



___________

Number of civil jury trials: 



___________


	Currently engaged in full or part time prosecution or law enforcement?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

If yes, provide specifics in Section 8 or by attachment.  



B. MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS: (check each that applies) 
1.  FORMCHECKBOX 
Admitted to practice law in the State of Washington, and
2.  FORMCHECKBOX 
Agrees to attend at least seven (7) hours of annual CLE hours in courses relating to the public defense practice areas, and  

3. Familiar with:
a.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 statutes, court rules, constitutional provisions, and relevant case law;
b.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Rules of Professional Conduct in Washington;
c.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Performance Guidelines for Representation in Criminal Defense Representation approved by the Washington State Bar Association; 
d.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 the consequences of a conviction, including possible immigration consequences;

e.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 the possibility of civil commitment proceedings based on a criminal conviction;
f.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 mental health issues and be able to identify the need to obtain expert services; 

4.  FORMCHECKBOX 
Willing to participate in a seven (7) hour orientation on basics of indigent defense practice.
C. ADULT FELONY:
1.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adult Felony - Persistent Offender (Life without Possibility of Release) Representation:  

a. four (4) years criminal trial experience; and

b. one (1) year experience as a felony defense attorney; and
c. one (1) year of appellate experience or demonstrated legal writing ability, and
d. experience as lead counsel in at least one Class A felony trial; and

e. experience as counsel in cases involving each of the following:

i. mental health issues; 

ii. sex offenses, if the current offense or a prior conviction that is one of the predicate cases resulting in the possibility of life in prison without parole is a sex offense; and

iii. expert witnesses.
2.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adult Felony - Class A:

a. served two (2) years as a prosecutor, public defender, or in private criminal practice, and

b. been trial counsel alone or with other trial counsel and handled a significant portion of the trial in three (3) felony cases that have been submitted to a jury.

3.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adult Felony - Class B - Violent Offense:
a. served one (1) year as prosecutor, public defender, or in private criminal practice, and
b. been trial counsel or handled a significant portion of the trial in two (2) Class C felony cases that have been submitted to a jury.
4.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adult Felony – Sex Offense:
a. served one (1) year as prosecutor, public defender, or in private criminal practice, and

b. been trial counsel or handled a significant portion of the trial in two (2) Class C felony cases that have been submitted to a jury; and

c. Been counsel alone of record in an adult or juvenile sex offense case or agrees to be supervised by or consult with an attorney who has experience representing juveniles or adults in sex offenses.

5.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adult Felony - All other Class B Felonies, Class C Felonies, Probation or Parole Revocation:
a. served one (1) year as a prosecutor, public defender, or in private criminal practice, and 
b. been trial counsel or handled a significant portion of the trial in two (2) criminal (misdemeanor or felony) cases that have been submitted to a jury; and
c. if no prior felony trial experience, willing to have a mentor or supervising attorney at his or her first felony trial if available. 

D. JUVENILE COURT:
1.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Juvenile Cases - Class A: 
a. served one (1) year as a prosecutor, public defender, or in private criminal practice, and 
b. been lead trial counsel in five (5) Class B and C felony trials, and

c. willing to have a mentor or supervising attorney at his or her first Class A felony trial if available. 
2.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Juvenile Cases - Classes B and C:
a. served one (1) year as a prosecutor, public defender, or in private criminal practice, and 
b. been lead trial counsel in five (5) misdemeanor cases brought to a final resolution, and

c. willing to have a mentor or supervising attorney at his or her first felony trial if available.
3.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Juvenile Sex Offense Cases: 
a. served one (1) year as a prosecutor, public defender, or in private criminal practice, and 
b. been lead trial counsel in five (5) misdemeanor cases brought to a final resolution, and

c. willing to have a mentor or supervising attorney at his or her first felony trial if available; and

d. Been counsel alone of record in an adult or juvenile sex offense case or agrees to be supervised by or consult with an attorney who has experience representing juveniles or adults in sex offenses.
4.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Juvenile Cases - Misdemeanor: Each attorney representing a defendant involved in a matter concerning a gross misdemeanor, misdemeanor, sentence violation, or condition of confinement should meet minimum qualifications.
5.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Juvenile Status Offenses Cases: 

a. Meets minimum qualifications, and
b.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 has represented clients in at least two (2) similar cases under the supervision of a more experienced attorney or completed at least three (3) hours of CLE training specific to “status offense” cases, OR
c.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 until qualified above is willing to participate in at least one consultation per case with a more experienced attorney who is qualified under this section.

6.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Dependency Cases (Child Representation):
a. Meets minimum qualifications, and
b.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 has training, experience, and ability in communicating effectively with children, OR 
c.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 until qualified above is willing to participate in at least one consultation per case either with a state Office of Public Defense resource attorney or other attorney qualified under this section.
E. ADULT MISDEMEANOR: 
1)  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Gross misdemeanors, misdemeanors, and sentence violations:
a) Meets minimum qualifications, and 

b) willing to have a mentor attorney at his or her first jury trial if available.
F. OTHER CIVIL CASES:
1.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Contempt of Court Cases:

a. Meets minimum qualifications, and
b. Willing to be accompanied at his or her first three (3) contempt of court hearings by a supervisor or more experienced attorney, or participate in at least one consultation per case with a state Office of Public Defense resource attorney or other attorney qualified in this area of practice.

2.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mental Disorder Commitments: 

a.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Initial hearings:  Meets minimum qualifications.
b.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 90 or 180 Day Commitments: 
i. been trial counsel in five (5) civil commitment initial hearings; and
ii. willing to be accompanied at his or her first 90 or 180 day commitment hearing by a supervisor or mentor; and 
iii.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 (optional but preferred) served one (1) year as a prosecutor, public defender, or in private civil commitment practice,  and 

iv.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 (optional but preferred) has conducted a felony jury trial as lead counsel or been co-counsel with a more experienced attorney in a 90 or 180 day jury trial.
3.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sex Offender “Predator” (SVP) Commitment Cases: 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Lead Counsel: 
a. Three (3) years criminal trial experience, and

b. One (1) year experience as a felony defense attorney or one (1) year experience as a criminal appeals attorney, and

c. Experience as lead counsel in at least one felony trial, and

d. Experience as counsel in cases involving each of the following:

i. Mental health issues; and

ii. Sexual offenses; and

iii. Expert witnesses; and

e. Familiarity with the Civil Rules; and

f. One (1) year of appellate experience or demonstrated legal writing ability.  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other counsel working on a sex offender commitment case: (optional but preferred) either one (1) year experience as a public defender or significant experience in the preparation of criminal cases, including legal research and writing and training in trial advocacy.

G. RALJ APPEALS:

1)  FORMCHECKBOX 
 RALJ Misdemeanor Appeals to Superior Court: 
a. Meets minimum qualifications, and 
b.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 qualified for appellate representation by OPD in the State appellate courts, OR
c.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 significant training or experience in criminal appeals, criminal motions practice, extensive trial level briefing, clerking for an appellate judge, or assisting a more experienced attorney in preparing and arguing a RALJ appeal.
H. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS/INFORMATION:  (use attachments if more space needed)
I certify that the information above is true and correct and an accurate representation of my experience and qualifications as an attorney:

______________________________________

Attorney, WSBA# _______________________
Place and Date Signed: ___________________________
_______________________



City/State



Date
PAGE  
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